
Elaeocarpus decipens  
• Use: Excellent street, lawn or park tree with glossy green foli-
age. Very ornamental effect from older leaves, which turn bright red 
before dropping.  

• Exposure/Soil: Needs regular watering - weekly, or more often in 
extreme heat. Full to part sun. 

• Growth: Moderate growing to 40 to 60 ft. tall, 20 to 30 ft. wide.  

• Hardiness: Zone 8-11; Tree; large shrub hedge 
• Foliage: Evergreen. In spring, bronze-colored leaves emerge and 
soon mature to a luxuriant, shiny dark green. Before the previous 
season’s leaves fall, their chlorophyll degrades, revealing a brilliant 
reddish orange color in the dying leaves. This colorful ornamental ef-
fect lasts for several months; the leaves shed slowly, leaving the can-
opy and ground below dotted with the vibrantly colored older leaves.  

• Flower:  In summer, lantern-shaped, fragrant, cream-colored flowers 
with delicately fringed petals, appear inconspicuously witihin the can-
opy and under the foliage. These small flowers are harbingers of the 
interesting fruits that follow.   

 

Blue-black, olive-

like fruit in winter 
will not stain pati-
os.  


